[Efficacy of granisetron as anti-emetic agent for emesis induced by intra-arterial injection therapy for hepatocellular carcinoma].
The effect of granisetron in preventing nausea and emesis induced by intraarterial chemotherapy was comparatively studied with a historical control group (46 cases) in 50 patients with hepatocellular carcinoma receiving intraarterial anti-tumor drugs such as cisplatin and doxorubicin. Emesis was perfectly controlled in 39 out of 50 patients in the treatment group (78%), in comparison to 33 out of 46 patients (71.7%) in the historical control group. This represented no statistical significance between the two groups. In terms of the severity of nausea, however, the granisetron group demonstrated significant superiority to the control group with 27 out of 50 patients (54%) being free of symptoms compared with 16 out of 46 patients (34.8%) in the control group. A stratified analysis of the data also demonstrated significant superiority of the granisetron group over the historical group in the number of emetic episodes and the severity of nausea in female patients, who are more predisposed to emesis. The above results confirm the usefulness of granisetron as an antiemetic agent used for the prevention of acute nausea and emesis induced by intraarterial chemotherapy.